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7th January 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy New Year and I hope that 

you managed to enjoy the Christmas festivities with your families. 

As you will be aware from the recent news coverage, the rates of Omicron continue to rise 

across the country which is leading to higher numbers of people isolating. A number of our 

academies faced significant pressures during the autumn term due to staff having to isolate 

which meant that we had to be flexible in how we covered classes to ensure that our children 

could continue to attend school. Where possible, our schools have used existing school staff 

or supply colleagues, but it is sometimes proving a challenge to source supply teachers as 

supply agencies are seeing unprecedented demand for their services. 

As we start the new year, we are already seeing an increase in positive cases of Covid, but I 

wanted to assure you that as a Trust we will do all that we can to work with your child’s 

Principal to keep our schools open to all children. This may mean that we have to follow the 

advice from the DfE on taking flexible approaches such as asking our Teaching Assistants to 

lead or combining classes in the very short term if needed. We will also try to utilise colleagues 

from across the trust where we can and this may mean someone from another Trust school 

teaching your child for a short period of time. 

We feel very strongly that the best place for our children is to be in school so that they can 

receive the quality teaching that they deserve, but there may come a point where Principals 

have to make difficult decisions on whether it is safe to open to all classes due to absences. I 

wanted to assure parents of any child that attends an EMAT academy that this would be the 

very last resort and any decision to move to a remote offer would be for the shortest amount 

of time possible. While we recognise that any move to remote learning would be disruptive, 

we would ask for your support and understanding should this occur. I know that all of our 

Principals want the very best for your children and will only make this decision if absolutely 

necessary. 

I also wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of my colleagues in our schools for their 

hard work and resilience, much of which goes on behind the scenes, in keeping their 

academies fully operational and for their hard work in looking after the children throughout 
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the pandemic. Words cannot express how proud and grateful I am to them for all that they 

continue to do. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your continued support and 

words of encouragement for our teams. No two days in school seem to be the same at the 

moment and our staff are trying their very best to ensure a level of normality for the children 

in their care whilst also following the latest government guidance. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Paul Shanks 
Chief Executive Officer 
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