
Geography 
Learning 
Objective 

Teaching and Learning Outcome/s 

Engage!                                                                                         Chinese New Year 
Explain to the children that just before half term, it was the Chinese New Year. What do we know about that already? Explain that this half term we are going to learn 
about China’s continent: Asia, and to get us thinking about different places and culture, we are going to have a whole day learning about the origins and practices of 
Chinese New Year. 

• Children learn the story of the Chinese New Year and retell on a storyboard 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories/lets-celebrate-chinesenewyearperformance  

• Learn the writing symbols of the different years – e.g. The Year of the Ox 
• Create a paper craft dragon: what colours will you use? Why are these important in Chinese culture? What 

colours represent the Year of the Ox?  
Chinese Lantern Festival is on Friday 26th February so learning around this could also be included. 
 
To make maps 
using symbols 
and keys  

Use Google Earth to look at the continent of Asia. Immediately compare it in size to the UK 
and Europe, which we learnt about last half term.  
Use Google Earth to explore the different countries that make up Asia – how many do you 
think there are in total? (48) 
Use the Street View function to explore the landscape of the different countries and collect 
the language the children use. 
What is different to Europe? What can you see lots of? How would you describe Asia?  
Show children a blank map of Asia – what key features would you want to add to your map 
to teach someone about Asia? (Mountains, rivers etc.) 
Model choosing an appropriate symbol and adding it the correct place on the map. 
Provide children with a range of printed maps, Google Earth and atlases to allow them to 
explore the continent and add appropriate features to their maps. 
 

Create a map of Asia – showing countries, rivers and 
mountains  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To describe the 
climatic 
variations of Asia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsOtOye-DJM Video discussing the different climates 
of Asia. Why do you think there are so many different climates in Asia? What can affect the 
climate? 
Which of the places in the video would you most like to visit?  

Philippines       Vietnam.       Siberia         Nepal          Jordan 
Why? What would you have to wear to visit this place? Why? 
Show children the climate zones map and plot the places discussed on the map. What zone 
is each place in? What will the weather be like in these climate zones? 

Children choose two contrasting 
climates in Asia and choose what they 
would need to pack in their suitcase to 
visit this country. 
 
To visit ________ , I would need to pack 
_________ because the climate is 
_______ 
 

Y3 What can be found around the mountains? 



To describe 
human features 
and explain their 
location 

Show children a selection of cards/photos of human and physical features (see resources) 
What is a human feature? What is a physical feature? What physical features do you expect 
see today, using your knowledge from previous lessons. 
 
What about human features? What reasons might humans have for creating buildings in 
certain places? Use the example of the lighthouse to explain this. 
What about the Burj Khalifa? Can children locate Dubai on their maps?  
Model labelling (or sticking a picture) of the human feature on the map. 
 

Sort the human and physical features and locate human 
features on the map. Why 
do you think they have been 
located here? 
(Google Earth has a feature 
to highlight buildings etc.) 
 
 
 
 

To respond to 
geographical 
questions 

What is the weather like around the mountains?  
Think back to our learning on the climate of Asia. Who decided to visit Nepal? What did you 
choose to pack? Why? 
Look Nepal’s climate zone, and its landscape features of Google Earth. What types of 
weather would we expect to see? Why?  
 
I wonder what the weather is like 
today? Model using Google to 
research the weather, 
temperature, rainfall and wind 
speed today in Nepal. Explain to the children that we cannot base the climate on just one 
day – this is weather not climate. How could we find out a more accurate picture of the 
yearly weather and therefore the climate? 
 

Himalayas weather research 
Children use the internet to research the average temperature 
for each month  
 
 
 
 
 

To communicate 
geographical 
findings 

Show children examples of the data collected. How could we represent this data? What 
might be some problems with showing 
the data in this way? 
 
What other ways do geographers show 
data? Why? 
What type of graph will we use for 
each piece of data? Why? 
 
Model using the data to create a graph 
to communicate what they have found. 

Himalayas weather graph  
Children create graphs to show the temperature, wind speed 
and precipitation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LA – wind speed 
MA – precipitation 
HA – temperature (goes in to negative numbers) 
 



To describe 
tsunamis  

Explain that over the next few lessons we are going to learn about specific countries in 
Japan, and some of their human, physical and cultural features. 
Show the PowerPoint introducing Japan and provide the children with a quick quiz to recap 
what they have learnt.  
Show children pictures of tsunamis. What is a 
tsunami? Show PowerPoint (attached) and explained 
how tsunamis occur. 
Explain that Japan is the country that has the most 
tsunamis, due to its location in the Pacific Ring of Fire 
(show on map) It is more susceptible to earthquakes 
and therefore tsunamis. 
Show children the artwork ‘The Great Wave’ by the Japanese artist Hokusai. What does it 
symbolise? What do you notice about the choice of colour? How could we innovate this to 
reflect what we know about Japan’s climate? 
 

Great Wave off Kanagawa 
 
Children use their art 
learning on warm and 
cool colours to create 
their own depictions of 
the Great Wave – the 
cold threat of the wave 
attacking the humid 
climate of Japan. 
 

To explain 
cultural art 

Explain that today we are going to learn about another Asian country – India. Again show a 
PowerPoint and challenge children to take part in a quiz. They will need their answers/notes 
later in the lesson. 
Explain that 80% of people in India are Hindus, which has a big effect on their culture. Show 
the children https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-
my-religion-hinduism-diwali-festival-of-light/z668qp3 which describes their Diwali 
celebration.  
Then show the PowerPoint on Rangoli patterns. Explain that they are patterns used as part 
of a celebration. Explain that today the children are going to create their own Rangoli 
patterns to reflect Diwali. What sorts of colours will you use? Why? Remind them that 
Diwali is the festival of light and therefore bright colours will need to be used. 
 

Rangoli Patterns 
Dependent on situation, different  
media can be used as appropriate for 
the children to create their Rangoli 
pattern designs.  
 
Provide them with templates if 
needed but encourage them to create 
their own designs based on their 
learning 
 

To recognise 
there are 
similarities and 
differences 
between places  

Recap everything we have learnt about Asia this half term.  
What are the clear differences with Europe?  
Think about climate, landscape, culture etc. Add to board. 
Are there any similarities with Europe? Add to board. 
 
How could we show this information to show the clear differences and similarities between 
the continents? Model adding the information to the Venn diagram 
 

Asia vs the UK - Venn diagram 
Provide children with information to sort into the Venn 
diagram. 
What will go in the middle? Why? 
Is there anything that 
 
 
 
 

 



Art 
Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s 

To use sketchbook to plan 
colours and ideas for future 
work 
 

 Show children the example landscapes from the Knowledge curriculum: 
 
§ Jacob Ruisdael, Landscape with Bentheim Castle, 1653 (National Gallery of 

Ireland, Dublin)  
§ John Constable, Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows, 1831 (National 

Gallery, London) 
§ Henri Rousseau, Surprised! A Tiger in a Tropical Storm, 1891 (National 

Gallery, London)  
What do you like/dislike about each piece? What colours has the artist used? What 
landscapes have they depicted? 

Children choose elements from each piece to add to their 
sketchbooks for use later in the unit. 
This could be: 

• Colours 
• Textures 
• Line 
• Types of landscape 

Encourage children to make notes about their choices and 
explain why they may want to use these elements in their 
own work. 
 

To use warm and cool 
colours for effect 

Show children images of landscapes where different colours have been used. Ask 
children to tell you about each picture. 
What does it make you think of? What time of day is it set? What season do you think 
it is set in? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw out that colours can be used to make us feel warm or cool. Can you remember 
which colours are warm and which are cool? Recap the colour wheel. Does this choice 
of colour really have an impact? Show children the blank landscape and explain that 
they are going to add warm colours to one and cool colours to the other and assess the 
difference. 

Warm and cool colour wheel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does it change a picture?  
Children add colours to same template to assess the 
difference 
 

To use complementary 
colours 

Recap our learning from last week. What did we find out about warm and cool 
colours? 
What are complementary colours? Show children the colour wheel and explain that 
complementary colours are colours that are directly opposite each other on the colour 
wheel. Why might you use these in art? Show examples ---------------------------------à 
 Explain that using both colours creates a vivid image and distinguishes clearly 
between different parts of a piece. Explain that today the children are going to use 
complementary colours. 
 

Children create mountainous landscape with contrasting 
warm and cool colours. 
What effect has been created?  
 
 
 
 
 



 

To use atmospheric 
perspective 

Explain that today we are going to learn about atmospheric perspective.  
This is an artistic term, used to describe how the atmosphere affects how we see 
things as they go into the distance. 
It is important we use this in our work to create depth and distance. Show examples:] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Model using overlapping shapes of changing darkness to create the effect of 
atmospheric perspective. What will happen to my shapes as they go into the distance? 
What effect does this have? 
 

Children practise creating atmospheric perspective using 
overlapping shapes which grow lighter as they go into the 
distance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To use different grades of 
pencil effectively  

Recap what we learnt in yesterday’s lesson. What is atmospheric perspective? How 
did we achieve this? 
Show children the different grade of pencil. What are 
they? What are they used for? Model experimenting 
with the different grades to make different patterns and 
then ask the children to do the same in their 
sketchbooks. What can you tell me? 
Which grade of pencil would we use for the foreground? 
Why? 
Which grade of pencil would we use for the background? 
Why? 

Children use different grades of pencil to create light and 
dark to show distance in a simple landscape piece 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Express! 
To identify interesting 
aspects as a starting point for 
work 
 

Show children photos of different landscapes in Asia. Explain that today they are going to use all of their learning in art to recreate one of these 
photos. 
They must think about: 

• Choice of colour 
• Use of complementary colours  
• Atmospheric perspective 
• Choice of pencil 
• Which ideas from the original landscapes we studied they will 

use in their own work and explain. 
 


