
 
History

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To explain who 
James I was

Take the children back to 1603. Explain that Elizabeth I has just died and she never married and had no 
children. What does this mean? Who will be on the throne? 
As she had no children, the crown passed to Elizabeth’s distant cousin James VI of Scotland. James’ mother, 
Mary Queen of Scots, had been a strong Catholic and was executed by Elizabeth I for plotting to assassinate her 
and replace her as queen. Are you surprised that James took the throne?  
Provide with fact cards about James: they need to read the card in pairs and decide on a partner to be James and 
a partner to ask questions (on Core Knowledge resources) and evaluate the answers  

Despite his mother being killed by Elizabeth, James VI was willing to become king of both Scotland and 
England. This created a ‘union of the crowns’ between Scotland and England, the first step in the creation of 
Great Britain. James VI was a Protestant. He was a wise king, but was very bad at sharing his power. He 
believed that James I believed in an idea called the ‘divine right of kings’, meaning that God had chosen him to 
be King, so no one could challenge his power. 

Pupils role play -  as James I on the throne.  

Use the question and answer cards to prompt questions about 
his rule. Match the correct answers to the questions 

Children perform in pairs for each other before recording their 
answers in their books 

To explain the 
Royal Badge

Recap the events that led to the Union of the Crowns. Why do you think this was such an 
important event in our country’s history?  
Show children the Royal Badge of James I - what does it symbolise? Why? 
Why was it important for James I to have a Badge like this? What was he trying to show do 
you think?

Children sketch the Royal Badge of 
James I, which shows the combination  
of the English rose with the Scottish  
thistle under one crown 

To describe why 
the Gunpowder 
plot was devised 

Explain that now James I is on the throne. He was married to a Catholic Queen, and his 
mother had been a Catholic. So, when he came to the throne, England’s Catholics believed 
that James I might let them practice their religion freely.  
This was not the case. James reintroduced harsh laws against Catholics from Elizabeth’s 
reign:  

• Catholics were fined for not going to Protestant Church 
• Catholic priests were killed or sent into exile 
• Catholic baptism was outlawed 
• Catholics were not allowed to go to university.  

In reaction to this oppression and discrimination, one of the most famous stories in 
English history took place: the Gunpowder Plot. 

Children complete a cause and effect graphic 
organiser. James on the throne means what for 
Catholics?  
Children draw  
pictures to  
represent  
the different  
difficulties faced  
by the Catholics. 

Which factor would’ve been the toughest for 
Catholics in your opinion? Why?

Y4 Who wants to be King?



To explain why the 
Gunpowder plot failed

Had the gunpowder plot succeeded, it would have completely wiped out Britain’s ruling 
class: the King; the King’s court; and much of the Houses of Parliament.  

The plot nearly succeeded, had it not been for one of the plotters named Francis Tresham 
who wrote to a friend warning him to stay away from Parliament. The so-called 
‘Monteagle letter’ was given to English Secretary of State, who ordered that the cellars 
below the Houses of Parliament be searched. It was there that they found Guy Fawkes 
with 36 barrels of gunpowder. The rest of the plotters were rounded up and sentenced to 
death. 
If you could choose 6 events to sum up the Gunpowder plot, what would they be? You 
need to include cause and effect. Ask for children’s ideas and decide on 6 key events (see 
example list opposite) 

Children create storyboard of the events leading up 
and the discovery of Guy Fawkes  
• James I behaviour towards Catholics  
• The original plot.  
• The letter from Francis Tresham.  
• The discovery of Fawkes.  
• Capture of the other plotters  
• The trial and sentence of other plotters 

 

To describe King 
Charles I

Explain that in 1625 James I died and Charles I, his son, took the throne. 
Charles had never expected to be king until his older brother died unexpectedly. He 
became king in 1625 and his reign was, put simply, a disaster. He was a bad king and his 
decisions led to the civil war. Charles’ bad decisions included: refusing to share power 
with parliament, behaving like a Catholic, and taxing the British people in order to fight a 
war with Spain. Charles was expected to rule with Parliament, but he wanted absolute 
power and did not call Parliament for 11 years.  

Were these wise decisions? Why not? Why would it be beneficial for him to call 
Parliament? How would the people feel about taxes?  

Do you think you would’ve done a better job? Share the decision making game (Core 
Knowledge) and explain the rules. Explain that they need to add up their decision scores 
to see if they would’ve made a good king.

Play Decision Making game (see attached)  
Would they have made a better King than Charles I? 
Why? 
I would’ve made a better king than Charles I because 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 

What do you think Charles’ worst decision was? 
Why?? 

To describe how the 
Gunpowder plot was 
devised 

Recap the previous session: why were the Catholics angry at James. Do you think 
they had a right to be angry? 
The gunpowder plotters were a group of angry Catholics, who did not like how 
King James was treating Catholics in England. The plotters planned to attack the 
state opening of Parliament with gunpowder, when all of the most important 
people in Britain were there. They would then take control of the country.  

Watch: https://learning.parliament.uk/en/resources/guy-fawkes-and-bonfire-
night-video/ (Part 1 - Part 2 not necessary and perhaps goes into too much detail) 

Who was involved? What were they going to do to James? 

Write a letter from the chief plotter, Robert Catesby, to 
his fellow Catholics, explaining the plan to blow up 
Parliament.  
It should explain what they plan to do, and why they 
plan to do it, with details around the gunpowder, who 
was going to light the fuse and how they would 
escape. 

Why do you think that Guy Fawkes is more widely 
remembered than Robert Catesby?

https://learning.parliament.uk/en/resources/guy-fawkes-and-bonfire-night-video/


 To describe 
Puritans 

Recap: What was life like in England? How did the people feel? Why? 
Explain that during this time there was a group of people called the Puritans. Puritans were people 
who wanted to “purify,” or simplify, the Church of England. 
Watch: Horrible Histories Puritans   

Hand out the descriptions and model drawing a sketch of a Puritan to reflect their ideals 
Puritans were a religious group during the 1500s and 1600s who followed extreme Protestant ideas, 
and lived strictly religious lives. They really hated Catholics. They also hated decoration in churches, 
and wanted their places of worship to be simple and ‘pure’ (hence, ‘Puritan’).  
Puritans wore plain black clothing, with a white collar. On their heads, they wore a simple black felt 
hat with a buckle. They thought people should work hard and always behave in a religious way. 
They did not like people having fun. Puritans disliked theatres, sport and drinking alcohol, and 
believed that Sundays should always be spent in church and praying. England’s most famous 
Puritan, Oliver Cromwell, even cancelled Christmas!  

Using the description, draw a  
picture of a Puritan and  
label.

To explain the 
causes of the 
Civil War  

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJqXsqJmDnk What did we learn from the video?  
The English Civil War was sparked by fighting in Scotland, where the people rose up against Charles 
I in 1639 as they were angry with his religious reforms. Charles I had to call Parliament to raise 
money to fight the Scots, but after 11 years of being ignored the Members of Parliament were angry. 
They demanded that Charles give up some of his power before they approved taxes, but no 
agreement could be reached. Things went from bad to worse for Charles. When he tried to arrest 5 
troublesome Members of Parliament the people of England were so furious that Charles had to flee 
London for his own safety. Shortly afterwards, the Civil War began.  

On the board, hide reasons that the Civil War began, based on the learning from the last 2 sessions. 
Children play Rally Table in groups to to guess all of the reasons on the board 
(Charles taxed the people too much, Charles would not call Parliament, Charles behaved like a 
Catholic, Charles prevented Puritans from worshipping freely,War in Scotland began in 1639, 
Charles refused to sacrifice his power to Parliament) 
Did you get them all? Which do you think was the most important reason? Why? 

Order the reasons from 
most important to  
least important and 
 justify their decisions  
in Diamond 9 style  
graphic organiser. 

Can you justify your  
opinions using your  
learning from this  
unit?

Express Gunpowder Plot - Firework Night  
Children rewrite, perform and present their own version of the traditional Bonfire Night Rhyme: ‘Remember,  
Remember, the 5th of November. Children work in groups to innovate the poem, perform it to the class and  
then present it with a firework background.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBCxE8tUIWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJqXsqJmDnk


 

Art - Monuments of the Stuarts

To become familiar with 
the public monuments 
of English history  

Explain to the children that in this art unit, we are going to learn about the 
Monuments of the Stuarts, and in particular, St Paul’s cathedral. Using Google 
maps, show children where St Paul’s is and what it looks like today. Explain that 
the first cathedral burnt down during the Great Fire of London. 
In 1668 Christopher Wren was asked to produce a design for a new cathedral and 
building was completed in 1710. 
Look at photos of St Pauls and highlight the main features such as the enormous 
dome. Explain that today the children are going to be given parts of photos and 
they need to complete the photo with a sketch. Model for the children - focusing 
them on use of line and tone.

Children choose a section from a 
photo of St Paul’s and sketch the  
remaining part - allowing them to 
focus on the detail of the monuments 

To understand and 
design a relief 

Show children several examples of a relief on St Paul’s. What do you think a relief 
is? Explain that a relief is a method of moulding, carving, or stamping in which 
the design stands out from the surface.  
Explain that they are going to create a relief for St Paul’s, but that they are going 
to design it as if they were one of the Kings in power (James or Charles) What 
might they have on a relief sculpture? Why?  

Model creating a simple relief design using the children’s ideas. Explain that the 
relief design must be simple as they will be creating it using clay in future sessions 

Children sketch a simplified version of a relief, using 
what they have learnt so far in history  

To develop clay skills Explain that we will need to use a variety of skills to create our relief. We will 
need to learn how to doing pieces of clay so that we can create our relief. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdtM_G90rhA 

Why is this skills so important when we create our relief?

Children use slip,  
score and blend to 
join pieces of clay  
to create mini  
reliefs.  
Were they  
effective?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdtM_G90rhA


To use clay to create a 
sculpture in relief  

(x2 sessions 
potentially)

Children create their own 
Clay relief sculptures using 
their design  

To evaluate work and 
suggest improvements 

How did they use their new skills to create their piece? 
What could be improved next time? 


