
 

Y6 - Is life the same for all Americans?
Geography 

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To describe the states of America  

To use the eight points of a 
compass

The US States: State your location! 
Ask the children what they already know about the USA - has anyone 
been there? What impressions do you have? What are states? 
Show children the state map (see resources) and explain that there are 
50 states. Can the children name any states?  
Provide children with the clue cards (attached) and ask them to use 
these to locate the 50 states in America. 
Provide children with key landmarks. Where are they located?  
Show children rivers in the USA - which states do they run through? 
Model adding these to the state map created. 

Children create a map of the USA - adding state names 
(or abbreviations) key rivers and landmarks 

Engage day - could share examples of artwork from 
different states to complete a class gallery. 

To describe the physical features of 
the USA 

Landscapes of the USA 
What different landscapes do we have in the UK? Why isn’t there wide 
variety? Do you think there is a wider variety of landscapes in the 
USA? Why? 
Show children the slideshow (attached) which shows the different 
landscapes and specific examples found in the USA. Discuss their 
features using the word mats and begin to discuss why these 
landscapes are located where they are *lessons 2 and 3 to be taught in 
the order teacher sees fit - climate or landscape first*

Children choose their favourite examples of each type 
of landscape in the USA, locate it and describe it. 
Children can use the word mats (attached) to help 
them do this.  
Moving on to the next  
lesson: can they begin to  
think about why there are so  
many different landscapes in  
the USA?

To understand geographical 
similarities and differences between 
the USA and the UK

Climate of the USA 
Show children the world map of the Koppen-Geiger Climate 
classification. (attached) What do they think it is showing? What 
could the letters mean? 
Can they work out which areas show a tropical/dry/temperate etc? 
Explain what the terms mean and then show a map of North America 
(attached) How many different climate zones are there?  
Can you explain this? Children annotate the map to explain climate 
zones. 
Which areas of North America have a similar climate to the UK? Why? 
Which areas are different to the UK? Why?

Choose an area of the UK and an area of the USA to 
research and create comparison tables for. (Average 
temperature, rainfall etc) 
Children can choose an area which is very similar to 
the UK/one which is very different or teachers could 
provide information of a chosen area to ensure 
accurate data is used.  
Write a brief summary of their findings - how would 
climate affect clothing, activities, features etc. 



 

Geography 

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To describe patterns of human 
population in the USA

USA as a melting pot 
Show children the timeline of early US settlers. What do they notice? 
Explain that the USA is often referred to as a melting pot of cultures. 
What do they think is meant by this? 
Explain that it is also sometimes called a salad bowl. How do they 
think this description is different? 
Why would people want to come to America in more recent years? 
Show the powerpoint at: https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/
exploring-american-culture-11194552 and explain ‘The American 
Dream’ 

Provide children with data that they can use to create 
different types of graph to show the different 
ethnicities in the USA. 
Can children use the timeline to explain these 
numbers? Why might these numbers change in the 
future?

To compare the tribes of the Native 
Americans

What is a ‘native American’? What do you think this means? 
Think back to your learning in Y5 - what does indigenous mean? 
Share the information (attached) on the Native American tribes.  
Model reading the information and highlighting the key facts: clothes, 
food etc. Explain to the children that the need to find and compare 
information on all of the selected tribes as they are going to design a 
totem pole in the next lesson.  

Children complete table (attached) and use this to 
choose a tribe to be a part of and justify their choice. 

To summarise the key features of 
Native American tribes 

Explain to the children that now they have learnt about each tribe and 
described the key similarities and differences, and chosen one, they are 
now going to design a totem pole for their tribe. 
Show examples of totem poles - what would they be used for? What 
do the symbols represent? 
Explain that today there are over 5 million Native Americans in the 
USA today - but that many now live in urban areas. Do they think 
these areas reflect the native Americans heritage or culture? Explain 
that today they are going to design a totem pole to place in an 
American city to represent the Native Americans who live there. 

Show children examples of totem  
poles and different symbols which 
are used to represent different 
aspects. Which symbols do they 
think would be effective in  
representing their chosen tribe? 
Why? 
Children design a totem pole for  
chosen tribe and add explanations for their choices. 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/exploring-american-culture-11194552


 

Geography 

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To describe and understand aspects 
of the human geography of the USA 

USA Economics: Consumption 
Show children the video at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/
zxc2sg8/revision/1 
How much energy do they think the USA uses? Why? 
What do Americans need energy for? Is it different from what we need 
energy for?  
Ask the children to list everything they think needs energy. Create a 
class list.  
Show the children the  
pie chart showing how  
the USA uses its energy  
and the graph showing  
how this has changed 
over time.

Children complete a graphic organiser to explain the 
‘problem’ that the USA has of consumption: the areas 
where they use the most energy. 

How could this be reduced? What could the USA 
government introduce to tackle this massive 
consumption? 

Use maps to identify the 
significance of different latitudes   

Show children the presentation ‘Location, location’ attached. Can the 
recall what the Equator etc. is? 
Show children the Koppen-Geiger Climate  that we used to analyse 
North America. What key differences do you notice? 
Why do you think this is? Which countries are close the Equator? 
Show children a lost of South American countries and ask them to 
predict which countries are placed where, using their knowledge of the 
Equator etc.  
Show the correct map. Were they right? Which countries did they get 
incorrect? Can they explain why?

Children complete two maps: once prediction of where 
countries are, and one correct with added colours 
representing climate. 

Children annotate the maps with justifications of the 
climate, using their knowledge of the Equator, coastal 
areas etc. 

To describe the key human and 
physical characteristics of South 
America 

Recap: What is a human feature?  
What is a physical feature? 
Hand out South American feature cards (attached) and ask the 
children to match the name to the description and then to the picture. 
Which are human and which are physical? 
Model adding these to a table of human and physical table (add a 
column for comparison to the UK. 
Do the children know of anything similar in the UK? If not, is there a 
reason why? e.g. climate Model adding this to the table. 

Children complete table of photo, human and physical 
features with column for a comparison to the UK 
using their prior learning on the UK in KS2. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxc2sg8/revision/1


Geography 

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To compare North and South 
America

Explain that today the children are going to use their learning over 
this half term to compare North and South America. 
What areas will we compare? Why? Which areas will require extra 
research from us? 
Climate, wildlife, population spread, culture etc. 
Children complete tables of notes using their own books and 
additional research if needed. 

Children show their learning in 3 ways:  

1. Complete the table 
2. Challenge them to complete a Venn diagram - 

what features do they have in common? What is 
different about them? 

3. Summarise their findings in an ‘extended’ piece of 
writing. 

Express Wonders of America Children choose how to present their learning on their 
chosen ‘wonder’ 
- Artwork with perspective 
- Video 
- Tourism leaflet 
-

To describe the indigenous people 
of South America

Who were the Mayans? Have you got any prior knowledge of them? 
Show children pictures - can they compare them to any other people 
they have learnt about previously? 
Explain that today they are going to complete a ‘marketplace’ of 
information on the Ancient Maya. Each group will find out about an 
aspect of Mayan civilisation and then teach the rest of the class about 
that they have learnt in a trade off. 
Suggested categories: 
- Hierarchy 
- Beliefs 
- Location 
- Achievements (buildings) 
- Examples of similarities in today’s South American culture (dance) 

Lesson 1: Children research their subject and 
summarise into 5/10 sentences. They then trade 
information with the rest of the class before taking 
part in a quiz to ensure all children have a rounded 
understanding. Children complete notes in a table on 
each section. 

Lesson 2: Children complete a non-chronological 
report on the Mayan people, who they were, where 
they lived, influence on culture today etc. Add 
informative pictures where necessary.



 

Art

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To use vanishing points What is perspective: vanishing points 
What is perspective? Why is it used? Why is it important? What 
pictures have you seen before which use perspective? 
Show children examples of paintings and photos with perspective and 
introduce key terms. Explain that this half term they are going to 
develop their understanding and use of perspective to create effective 
drawings. Introduce the vanishing point and explain its purpose. 
Model using it to draw a cube (see powerpoint attached) Model how 
this changes if the vanishing point changes.

Children draw cubes and other 
shapes using a vanishing point. 
Evaluate their drawings. 
Try drawings from different  
vanishing points. 

To identify vanishing points in 
paintings 

Vanishing points and horizon lines 
What is the horizon line? Why is it important? Show children a 
selection of paintings and model finding the horizon line. How would 
we find the vanishing point? Model for children before providing them 
with more paintings to analyse.

Identify the horizon lines in different  
paintings and draw on: 
What effect does drawing from this 
perspective have on the painting? 

To develop perspective in drawings Street Scene - vanishing point and horizon line 
Explain that today we are going to use out knowledge of vanishing 
points and horizon lines to  
create a city scape. Show photos 
of NYC - are all of the buildings 
the same size? Explain that we 
will need to draw effective lines  
to ensure that our buildings are 
accurate. Model drawing the lines  
as shown and then adding the 
buildings. 

Children use their understanding of vanishing points 
and horizon lines to complete cityscape pictures of 
New York  
City, similar  
to the one  
shown here.



To explain why certain techniques 
are successful for certain purposes

2 point perspective 
Remind the children of their learning on one point perspective in the 
last lesson.  
What do they think 2 point perspective is? 
Model creating tow vanishing points accurately and using this to 
create the 2 point perspective picture. 

Children complete the 2 point perspective city scape 
and evaluate the effectiveness of the technique 

To consider the use of colour for 
mood and atmosphere

Route 66 Perspective Picture 
Show children the photo on the right: 
What is Route 66? Why is it famous? 
What differences would someone see if 
they travelled along it? 
How could we reflect this with colour  
and choice of media? 

2 lessons 
1. Draw picture using learning this half term: 

vanishing points and horizon lines 
2. Add media: children could choose choice of media 

to ensure they effectively create the mood and 
atmosphere intended. 

*Additional art lesson* Grand Canyon Art: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cN2Tl180rOs 

Children complete sketches of the Grand Canyon

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cN2Tl180rOs

