
Year 4/5 
Voyage to the Pacific 







Autumn 

Engage Aboriginal Art and Dance Day

Express Build a Biome 

Focus Subject Geography

Science Link Life Cycles

Global Goal 14 - Life Below Water

Why? We want to develop our children as global citizens and to do that they need to 
have a sound knowledge of differing places around the world. The Pacific 
islands are some of the furthest away from us and it is important for the 
children to understand the world on that scale.
We also want the children to understand how their actions can affect change, 
and how human processes are causing climate change, which in turn is 
causing lasting damage to these biomes. The Great Barrier Reef is one of the 
natural wonders of the world and we feel our students should understand 
their responsibility to places of this importance.

Key Knowledge Geography
• Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific 
- South Pacific Ocean
- How the climate contrasts in different regions (Australia dry in the outback, 

greener coastal areas)
- Where settlements in these places are and why
- Important features of Australia: Ayers Rock, outback, Great Barrier Reef, 

tropical rainforest, beaches
- Who the Aboriginal people were: their traditional music and dance, their 

oral history, historic art.
- The unique animals of Australia
- James Cook was the first European to make contact with Australia 
- Maori people and culture: traditional dancing 

Science

• Life cycles of mammals, amphibians, insects and birds
• Life process of sexual reproduction in plants
• Life process of asexual reproduction in plants
• The work of animal behaviourists: Jane Goodall, Steve Irwin

Express Build a Zootropolis Biome



Voyage to the Pacific 
Geography  

Learning Objective Teaching Input Outcomes

Engage Introduce the children to Aboriginal people: tell them Aboriginal dreaming 
stories, show them artwork, show them clips of traditional dance. Children could 
create their own dreaming stories, storyboard existing ones and then have a go 
at creating some of their own artwork - looking at key symbols, Aboriginal maps 
or creating engravings in salt dough. 

To use maps and 
atlases to locate 

features of a 
region

Introduce James Cook to the children: 
explain that he was a British explorer who 
was the first European to make contact with 
Australia (on eastern coastline) He was an 
explorer and a cartographer who was the 
first to map South Pacific Islands from New 
Zealand to Hawaii. Lets follow his voyage to 
the Pacific. Where in the world is it? Which 
hemisphere? What oceans will we have to 
pass? What key geographical features does 
it have?

Children create maps of the South 
Pacific - highlighting the key 
countries and their features.
What would 
James Cook
have wanted
to share on 
his maps?

To describe the 
climate of a region

Introduce climate zones to the children:
       temperate         arid        tropical
What do they know/can they predict about 
these terms and the areas they describe?

Give each group of children a state/territory of 
Australia to research and create an informative 
map for/about. What is average temperature in 
summer and winter? What climate zone is it? 
What rainfall does it get? What are the major 
rivers?How many people live there?

Children use their research to 
create a map about their area and 
present to the rest of the class.
Ensure they highlight which 
climate zone it is.

How many different climate zones 
has Australia got? Why do we 
think that is?

To make justified 
comparisons 

about the climate 
of a region

Remind children of their work in the previous 
session about areas of Australia. Bring their 
findings together to show and share different 
maps of Australia/New Zealand: climate zones, 
average temperature, rainfall etc.

On a globe show children the Equator and the 
Tropics. What is the importance of these? How 
does location affect the climate of a place?
For example, New Zealand is hotter in the 
north island. Why do we think that is?

Children complete a fact file about 
the Equator and the Tropics.
Can they find countries that lie on 
the Equator? How will the climate 
of these countries be similar or 
different to the different places in 
Australia? Can they explain why?



To describe the 
biomes of a region

What is a biome? What biomes do you think 
there are around the world? Why are there so 
many different biomes? Can children use their 
learning from the previous sessions to explain 
their thinking?
Show children the interactive biome map - 
what biomes can we see in the South Pacific?
Why do we think that is?
Show children a range of different creatures. 
Which creature do they think will live in each 
biome? Why?

Children sort key facts and 
information to describe the key 
biomes in Australia.

Children choose two biomes of 
Australia to directly compare and 
contrast. (To be completed in later 
lesson)

To describe the 
biomes of a region

Great Barrier Reef
Show children the Nat Geo video on the GBR 
and ask them to answer the quiz questions 
while they are watching the video. Have they 
used all of the key vocabulary in their answers?

Show children https://climatekids.nasa.gov/
coral-bleaching/ What happens to the coral 
when the temperature of the water increases?
What might cause the water temperature to 
rise?
Show children 
the Global Goal: 
Life Under Water 
and share the 
poster.Show the 
children this 
information poster.
What does it tell us about climate change and 
the coral reefs?

Children create persuasive leaflet/
poster in the style of the Global 
Goals. They must be specific 
about the GBR - use key 
adjectives and vocabulary to 
describe how unique and amazing 
it is. 

Ensure it includes ways in which 
we can help to stop climate 
change.

To compare 
biomes in a region

What do we know about the biomes of 
Australia? Why is it known as the land of 
contrast? 
Children bring together all of their learning to 
choose two key biomes to describe and directly 
compare. 

Children present their information 
from the previous lesson. 

To describe and 
justify the location 

of settlements

As a class, discuss what we mean by a pattern.
Explain that there is a patten of settlement in a 
country- some areas are crowded, whereas 
some ares will be much emptier.
Show children the maps we created last week.
Which areas do they think will be densely 
populated and which will be more sparsely 
populated? Why? Can they explain their 
thinking using their learning from last week?

Show children images of 
Australia at night from space.
What can they see? What does
this tell us? Why do they think
people are living there? What
about the blank areas? Why might there not be 
any people living there?

Children record the settlements 
on a blank map to create a 
population density 
map.

Use their work on climate and 
biomes to make reasoned 
justifications for why they think 
people live in these areas and not 
why some areas have little or no 
people. 

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/coral-bleaching/


Further Subject Ideas

• (PE) Māori people and culture: elaborate mythology, traditional dancing

All Blacks rugby team, Māori participation in rugby and the national team’s performance of the haka 
(traditional Māori challenge) before matches

• (PSHE) First country in the world to grant all women the right to vote (1893)

Express Build a Biome
Show children https://www.switchzoo.com/games/buildabiome.htm

How do we know what will go in each biome? Recap the biomes of Australia. What 
plants and animals live there? What is the terrain like?
Give each child a box and explain that they need to recreate the biome of their 
choice, ensuring they include the key feature and animals.
(Parents made aware of this at the start of term - children can start to collect 
materials and animal models to add to their chosen biomes throughout the half 
term)

https://www.switchzoo.com/games/buildabiome.htm


Voyage to the Pacific 
Science  

Learning Objective Teaching Input Outcomes

To describe the 
life cycles of living 
things

Watch: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/the-life-cycles-of-different-
organisms/zvh8qp3
What do we know about life cycles? Are they 
the same for all creatures? Highlight that some 
creatures reproduce asexually or on their own 
(starfish etc.) and in some animals the males 
give birth. How can life cycles be different? 
Share initial ideas.
Hand out ‘ingredient’ cards and ask children to 
match them to the different animals to create 5 
life cycles
Show children a butterfly life cycle and explain 
that this is an example of metamorphosis. 
What does this mean?

Children create 5 life cycles and 
then choose 2/3 to record in their 
books. Show children examples 
of cycles 
drawn 
with 
scientific 
detail.

Ensure the children include the 
butterfly life cycle and describe 
what they understand by 
metamorphosis.

To compare the 
life cycles of living 
things

Research the life cycle of animals that live in 
Australia in a different biome to what we have 
in the UL (e.g. desert) 

How is the life cycle different? Why do you 
think that it is so different?

Children compare life cycles that 
they have learnt about to the life 
cycles of animals from Australia. 
What are the similarities? What are 
the key differences?

To compare the 
life cycles of living 
things

Bynoe’s Gecko
Provide children with research questions on 
the Bynoe’s Gecko, which is endemic to 
Australia. 
What is unique about the creature?
How does this affect their life cycle?

Children create a fact file on the 
Bynoe’s Gecko,
detailing the 
unique 
characteristics 
that it has.

To describe the 
reproduction in 
plants

Hand out a flower diagram to the children. In 
groups, can they label the flower (See 
resources) (using terms from Y3)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/science-ks1-ks2-ivys-plant-workshop-
the-anatomy-of-the-flower/zjmhkmn

Share a labelled diagram of the plant (see 
resources) and discuss the key vocabulary:
Stamen   Stigma  style  ovary  carpel
Explain that pollen produced by the stamen 
must come into contact with the carpal for 
seeds to be formed and distributed.

Hand out a range of different 
flowers to the children. Model the 
steps for how to dissect safely and 
carefully. 

Ask the 
children to 
label the 
different 
parts of
the flower
that they
have found

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/the-life-cycles-of-different-organisms/zvh8qp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks1-ks2-ivys-plant-workshop-the-anatomy-of-the-flower/zjmhkmn


To describe the 
reproduction in 
plants

Have a bulb, a tuber, a corm and a runner 
as well as some moss/liverwort, ferns, and 
pine cones across the tables (or resource 
images). Get chn to come in and make 
observations and suggest what they think 
they are and how they reproduce. 

Ask children to recap what we learnt about 
plant reproduction in the last session. 
Explain that some plants can create 
offspring from just one plant, and do not 
need the male and female gametes to 
combine.

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-
and-nature/plants/non-flowering-plants/

Children create life cycles to show 
the different types of asexual 
reproduction:

Life cycle of a potato 
Life cycle of a strawberry.

Which type of reproduction do 
they think is most effective? Why? 
Which will provide the most 
variation?
Which is better for isolated plants?

To investigate 
plant reproduction

Recap on the different types of reproduction in 
plants, then provide the children with compost, 
containers and tools to plant broad beans, 
potatoes, strawberries and shallots. 
Encourage the children to look at the seeds, 
tubers, runners and bulbs before planting and 
predict how they will grow and reproduce. 
Position the planters indoors or outdoors and 
ask the children to tend to the plants and 
make regular observations, looking for signs of 
reproduction, such as flowers, runners or 
shoots. After around three months, the plants 
should have completed their life cycles and be 
ready for harvesting.

Take photos of children setting up 
the plants and ask children to 
write a short description for each 
photography explains how or why 
they are planting.

Ask them to explain how what 
they have done will help the plant 
to reproduce using the key 
vocabulary. 

To describe the 
work of animal 
behaviourists 

Steve Irwin
Take the children outside and allow them 
chance to explore and look at what is around 
them. What plants can you see/find? What 
creatures can you discover?
Explain that we are being natural scientists? 
Does anyone know any natural famous 
scientists? Discuss/mention Darwin, Goodall 
etc. 

Show children some examples of Steve Irwin’s 
work. Why do you think he was famous? How 
was he important for our understanding of 
wildlife today? 

Provide children with material to research Irwin 
and children collect information to complete a 
fact sheet.

Children write a biography of 
Steve Irwin’s life, detailing his 
experiences with wildlife and how 
he inspired others to become 
involved with or interested in 
nature. 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/plants/non-flowering-plants/









     Voyage to the Pacific 
Art  

Learning 
Objective

Teaching Input Outcomes

To evaluate use 
of colour 

Show children a range of Aboriginal artworks. 
What do you think the artwork is depicting? 
What common themes/features can you see? 
What symbols have been used?
Look at the use of colour - why do you think 
these colours have been chosen?
(Natural colours)
Feedback ideas and model using the examples 
as part of the initial ideas.

Children reflect on the use of sacred 
colours in the artworks.
Choose one picture to recreate a 
thumbnail picture of, highlighting/
annotating the colours used.

To create a 
colour palette 

Remind the children of their learning in the last 
session - what colours will we experience in 
Aboriginal art? Why?
How can we adapt these colours to create a 
colour palette? How do we make a shade? How 
do we make a tint? A hue?
Model choosing a colour and adapting it to 
create the colour palette, ready for use in the 
next session.

Children create 
primary/secondary/
tertiary colours to 
use in their 
Aboriginal piece 
next session. They 
can use these colour
wheels to guide their
work. 

To create and 
arrange accurate 

patterns

Explain that today children are going to use 
their learning to create their own Aboriginal 
piece. What colours will they use? What key 
symbols will they include? Which creatures could 
they include? What instruments will they use to 
create the different effects?

Children create their own Aboriginal 
pieces. Children
must include a
unique Australian
animal. 

To develop use 
of tone

What is tone? Explain that this refers to how 
light or dark something is. When might we need 
to change the tone of a drawing? Show children 
different images of Ayers Rock. How does the 
tone look different? How can we do this?
Model using the different techniques to create 
tone with a pencil.

Children try each of the 
different techniques to 
create tone with their 
pencil. 
Which was the most 
effective method? Why?

To develop use 
of tone with 

colour 
x 2 lessons

Now that you know different methods for 
creating tone, and you have chosen your 
favourite ways, can we see how that works with 
colour? Challenge the children to create tone 
transitions with colour 

Once children are confident with 
creating different of colour, challenge 
them to apply this to a simple outline 
of Ayers Rock. Where
will you have to use
different tones? Why?

To use a range 
of painting 
techniques 
x 2 lessons

Ask children to recap everything they have 
learned this half term, including in Geography. 
Give them their brief: to create an image of 
Ayers Rock with unique Australian creatures and 
an Aboriginal art background. They must also 
showcase their understanding of tones of 
colour.

Children produce 
Ayers Rock 
piece with 
Aboriginal 
artwork 
as the background




