
 
I S  L I F E  T H E  S A M E  F O R  A L L  A M E R I C A N S ?

Week 1 
USA  

To begin our topic we will learn 
all about the 50 states of the 
USA. We will create maps, 

understand the difference in 
climate and landscape and decide 
what we might pack for a visit to 

different states 

Week 2  
North America 

In Geography this week, we will learn why the USA is often referred to 
as a ‘melting pot of cultures’ and evaluate whether this is an accurate 

representation of its people. 
We will also look at the economy of the USA, and how much energy it 

consumes and why.  
In Art, we will look at landscape images and learn how to identify the 

horizon line and vanishing points  

Week 3  
Indigenous Settlers 

This week we will learn about the indigenous people of 
North America, and identify their settlements on a map. 
We will learn about the tribes of the Native Americans 
and choose which one we would have liked to be a par 
of. We will then design totem poles to reflect the key 

characteristics of our tribe. 

Week 4 
South America 

In Geography this week we are heading to South America! 
We will learn about the countries of South America, their 

populations, the climate and other key geographical 
features. 

In Art, we will learn about 2-point perspective and we will 
use our learning to create a cityscape sketch. 

Week 5 
Indigenous people 

This week we will learn about the indigenous 
people of South America. We will look in detail 

at the Maya civilisation, researching their 
achievements and presenting what we have 

learnt.  
In Art, we will be apply all of our learning this 

half term to plan and create a Route 66 
perspective drawing. 

Week 6 
Comparisons 

It is now time to compare! We will use our learning on North 
and South America and compare a variety of aspects, including 

climate, landscape, population and history. 
We will present our information in a number of different ways, 
including Venn diagrams, tables and information and a detailed 

report. 
This week will also learn about the natural Wonders of America 

such as Niagara Falls or the Grand Canyon.



W H AT  I S  T H E  T O P I C  A L L  A B O U T ?   

 

W H AT  C A N  I  D O  AT  H O M E ?

During this geography-focused topic, we will learn about the Americas. We will introduce children to the climates 
of the different countries, the landscapes and the people. We will learn about the famous and important rivers and 
mountains and create maps to showcase everything that we have learnt. We will also learn to make clear 
comparisons between the different places we learn about, identifying what places have in common, but also what 
makes them unique. 

In Art, we will be learning about perspective. We will learn how horizon lines and vanishing points help us to show 
perspective in our drawings. We will also learn about two-point perspective, using this to sketch a cityscape of a 
city in North America. Our express task, to bring all of our learning together, will be to create a sketch of Route 66, 
as if we were driving down it, towards the horizon.  

These activities are for you to try at home. You can try all of them or choose the ones you find the most 
interesting. 

•  Research the natural wonders of America. You could create a map to show where they are all located, 
create a travel brochure explaining what is special about your chosen location, or even film a persuasive 
advert, encouraging someone to visit! 

• Research some of the popular food in North and South America. Could you cook one of the recipes that 
you find out about? 

• Find out about the food of the Maya - could you make your own tortillas or even try a chilli hot chocolate! 
•  Several films teach us about Mayan culture - the Disney film Coco is a good example. 
• Make a playlist of famous American songs from history - which genre is your favourite? 
• Plan a road trip across the Americas, plan your route on a digital map and write an itinerary.  

Key Vocabulary 
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Koppen-Geiger 
temperate 
population
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