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W H AT  D O E S  I T  M E A N  T O  B E  B R I T I S H ?

Week 1 
National Identity  

To begin our topic we 
will begin to think 
about the question: 

what makes an identity? 
We will use our 

thinking to inspire 
artwork about our own 

identities.  

Week 2  
Power to the People! 

This week we will continue our learning on the 18th 
century and learn how during this time, there was a shift 

in power between the monarchy and parliament.  
We will think about the power of our own voice, and 

discuss issues that are important to us. 

In art, we will be learning about different colour theories 
and how colour is used in abstract art. 

Week 3  
The British Empire 

In history this week, we will be learning 
about why Britain wanted to expand its 
empire, and how it went about doing so. 

We will evaluate the success of this 
expansion, looking at the advantages of 

global trade and all of the wonderful 
products Britain could now have, whilst 
also thinking about the new problems it 

brought. 

Week 4 
The East India Company 

This week, we will be looking at Britain’s 
links with the EIC and examining the 

different reasons that Britain would want 
to trade in wider waters. 

In Art, we will be using out learning on 
abstract art, to create our own pieces 

which represent Britain. 

Week 5 
The Seven Years War 

This week in history we will learn 
about this famous war, using 

paintings as a source to find out 
what it was like to fight in.  

We will discuss whether Britain was 
happy to win the war, or whether it 

actually caused more problems!  

Week 6 
Life of a sailor 

This week, we are 
going to take to the 

seas and learn what life 
was like as a British 
sailor in the Royal 

Navy.  
We will learn about 
they daily life: their 
diet, responsibilities 

and how tight life was 
for many of the men. 

We will also be 
completing our 

abstract art pieces 
ready to showcase in 
our very own gallery. 



W H AT  I S  T H E  T O P I C  A L L  A B O U T ?   

 

W H AT  C A N  I  D O  AT  H O M E ?

During this history-focused topic, we will learn about 18th Century Britain. We will learn about The Act of 
Union in 1707, which created Great Britain, a new nation, but it did not yet create ‘Britons’.  
We will think about the nature and formation of national identity, and identities in general, as well as 
learning about how this period saw the development of political institutions that are still familiar today. 

In Art, we will be learning about the features, colours and style of abstract art. We will apply our learning 
on colour and line to create our own abstract art before creating our own abstract pieces to represent the 
identity of Britain. 

 

These activities are for you to try at home. You can try all of them or choose the ones you find the 
most interesting. 

• Research famous British artists and choose one of their pieces to recreate in your own style 
• Look at more examples of abstract art - how could you use this picture as inspiration for your own 

work 
• Research British heroes  - what are their achievements? What is inspiring about them? 
• Research which foods we import today - create a map showing where different foods are grown 

and imported from. Which country would you trade with?  
• Imagine you are a Royal Navy sailor - design a flag representing key British Values that you would 

like to se flying on your ship. 
• Create a poster displaying the British values - how could you represent each of them through 

Key Vocabulary 

rise and fall 
exploration 
oppression 

bias 
retreat 

continuity 

union 
colony 

luxuries 
merchants 

port 
impressment 

scurvy
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