
 
What does it mean to be British? 

Key Vocabulary 

rise and fall 
exploration 
oppression 

bias 
retreat 

continuity 

union 
colony 
luxuries 

merchants 
port 

impressment 
scurvy 

Key Questions

What makes up our identity?                 How have events from the past shaped our country? 
How did Britain gain an empire?            How have events from the past affected how we live our lives today?

Prior Learning 
What do I already know? 
What can I already do?

New Sticky Knowledge 
What will I learn?

New Skills 
What new skills will I develop? 

What will I learn to do?

(Year 1) 

Prime ministers and 
parliamentary democracy  

(Year 4) 

What parliament is and some of 
the changes that have happened 
to it in the past 

James I and James VI and the 
origins of the Civil War 

The causes of the Civil War 
(1642-1649) 

England becoming a 
Commonwealth 

How the Act of Union in 1707 
brought Great British together. 

The significance of the Bill of Rights 
-how this led the people to more 
power and how this affects our 
country today. 

The importance of global trade in the 
British Empire 

What the East India Trading 
Company was and why it was 
important  

The significance of the Seven Years 
War 

What life was like for a sailor in the 
Royal Navy.  

Use historical sources to build up a 
picture of a period of time (events 
and significant figures) 

To evaluate the reliability of a source 

To address historically valid 
questions: evaluate whether Britain 
was pleased to win the war. 

To select and organise relevant 
historical information 

History

An ‘empire’ is a group of countries ruled over by a single 
monarch or ruling power. An empire doesn't need an 

‘emperor’. 

The British Empire comprised of Britain: the ‘mother 
country’; and the colonies: countries ruled to some degree 

by and from Britain.

Over the course of the 17th and 18th centuries, England gained major colonies 
in North America and further south in the West Indies, today known as the 

Caribbean Islands. Here, the climate was perfect for growing crops like sugar 
and tobacco, so they set up farms known as plantations.

The East India Company became so powerful, it allowed England to control of the 
trade of luxury goods like spices, cotton, silk and tea from India and China, and it 

even influenced politics.


